
Centro Civico Mexicano has stood as a
pillar of support for Utah’s Hispanic
community close to a century. Since its
inception, it has been more than a
physical space—it’s a living testament to
resilience, heritage, and shared
experiences. The center has hosted
quinceañeras, cultural celebrations, and
artistic events, fostering connections
among generations and celebrating the
richness of Mexican culture. Its doors
have always been open, welcoming all
kinds of gatherings, from sporting events
to diplomatic meetings.

A Legacy of Service

Meanwhile, Centro de la Familia has  
served Utah families since 1975. With
nearly five decades of experience, it has
been a driving force in education and
community development, particularly in
Utah’s rural areas. Through its 24 Head
Start facilities and strategic
partnerships, it touches the lives of
approximately 1,300 families each year.
From early childhood education to family
support services, Centro de la Familia
has been a lifeline for those seeking
knowledge, empowerment, and growth.

El Centro: 
A Collaborative Vision for Utah’s Multicultural Community

In the heart of Salt Lake City, two venerable nonprofit organizations are weaving a tapestry of
unity, culture, and opportunity. Centro Civico Mexicano and Centro de la Familia have joined
forces to create a vibrant hub that will serve as a beacon for the multicultural community across
the state.



Join the El Centro
Movement
El Centro is more than bricks and
mortar; it’s a promise. It symbolizes
unity, collaboration, and progress. As
the final phase of the overall project, it
follows the completion of Casa
Milagros, a 61-unit senior affordable
housing project adjacent to the new
center. Together, they form a
continuum of care, addressing the
holistic needs of Utah’s diverse
population.

The proposed 16,525-square-foot facility will be a
multifaceted space, designed to meet the needs of a dynamic
and multicultural population:

What El Centro Will Offer

Educational Classrooms: A place where learning thrives,
offering courses in business training, English as a Second
Language (ESL), and physical and mental health.
Athletic Facility: A basketball and soccer court, fostering
physical well-being and community engagement.
Black Box Theater: A stage for artistic expression,
performances, and storytelling.
Exhibition Gallery: A canvas for visual arts, celebrating
creativity and cultural heritage.
Central Plaza: A gathering spot for cultural events,
festivals, and community celebrations.
Incubator Kitchen: A space to nurture small businesses
and culinary dreams.
Child Care Facility: Supporting working families and
ensuring a bright future for the next generation.
Office Space: Providing a home for both organizations,
where collaboration and innovation thrive.

Growing up in rural Utah, I didn’t know anyone
outside of my family who looked like me. Attending
the social and cultural events at Centro was the
only connection I had to my cultural heritage.
Centro gave me a space  where I could be
authentically myself. 

Rebecca Chavez-Houck, 
Former Utah State Representative
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El Centro: A
Collaborative
Transformation
Now, these two historic agencies are
embarking on an ambitious journey
together. Their collaborative vision is
embodied in the creation of El Centro,
a new $27 million cultural and
community center. Located at 155 S
600 W in Salt Lake City, this center will
be the culmination of their shared
commitment to Utah’s diverse
communities.


